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DRIVER?

• Digital
• Repository
• Infrastructure
• Vision for
• European 
• Research
• Funded by e-Infrastructures
Under DG Research
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Vision?

• A European Scientific Commons
• By aggregating all and ONLY Open Access scientific 

materials into one European Portal and Infrastructure, on 
which extra  services can be built

• Providing a showcase for European research: enhance 
visibility and increase impact

• Unifying all the distributed materials into a one-stop-shop 
for European knowledge

• Strengthening the European Digital repository landscape 
by providing support, software tools and a strategic 
network

• Lobbying with EC bodies for more OA measures
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The DRIVER project: the

Open Access?



Open Access?

• History: 1991, arxiv.org, Pre-prints, physicists: rooted in 
science itself

• Serials pricing crisis: a library struggle >> extra support
• From 2001: BBB declarations: 

– Budapest (2001)
– Bethesda (2003)
– Berlin (2003) : 250 signatories, maintained by Max Planck 

Institution
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Definition of an Open Access publication according 
to the Berlin declaration 

1. The author(s) and right holder(s) of such contributions grant(s) to all 
users a free, irrevocable, worldwide, right of access to, a nd a 
license to copy, use, distribute, transmit and disp lay the work 
publicly and to make and distribute derivative work s, in any digital 
medium for any responsible purpose, subject to proper attribution of 
authorship (community standards, will continue to provide the 
mechanism for enforcement of proper attribution and responsible use of 
the published work, as they do now), as well as the right to make small 
numbers of printed copies for their personal use.

2. A complete version of the work and all supplemental materials, including 
a copy of the permission as stated above, in an appropriate standard 
electronic format is deposited (and thus published) in at leas t one 
online repository using suitable technical standard s (such as the Open 
Archive definitions) that is supported and maintained by an academic 
institution, scholarly society, government agency, or other well-established 
organization that seeks to enable open access, unrestricted distribution, 
interoperability, and long-term archiving
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The road to Open Access: Gold or Green

Gold: publish directly with an Open Access 
Journal/publisher, who puts all the publications freely 
and immediately online

for a list of those OA journals: http://doaj.org
Green: publish in a fee-based journal which allows self-

archiving (green publisher) of the pre- and postprint in 
a scientific repository and deposit the article 
immediately after acceptance for publication

for a list of journal and publishers’ policies: 
http://sherpa.ac.uk/romeo.php

ROMEO colour  Archiving policy
green can archive pre-print and post-print
blue can archive post-print (ie final draft post-refereeing)
yellow can archive pre-print (ie pre-refereeing)
white archiving not formally supported
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Copyright issues

• Publishers allow authors only to upload their own final version (without lay-
out): file often not found

• Images: once copyright has been signed away, researchers cannot use it 
anymore

• Raw data, streaming video etc: complex situations, even for legal advisors 

• Authors don’t like to be ‘difficult’ against well-respected publishers of high-
impact journals

• Solutions:
• SURF Copyright Toolbox

• SPARC scholarly Authors’ addenda: retain self-archiving rights /university 
license  >> a best practice of both Harvard and the NIH in the US: 

• www.arl.org/sparc/bm~doc/opendoors_v1.pdf

• http://www.arl.org/sparc/bm%7Edoc/NIH_Copyright_v1.pdf
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DRIVER I:context

• European i2010 strategy: 
• to create a Single European Information Space, which promotes an open 

and competitive internal market for information society and media services,

• to strengthen investment and innovation in ICT research,
• to support inclusion, better public services and quality of life through the 

use of ICT.

• DRIVER fits within these 3 objectives:
• Creates unified pan-european information space for scientific knowledge

• strengthens the economic impact of European scientific outputs, through the 
DRIVER investment= more return on (taxpayer’s!) investment

• Open access for researchers accelerates science, which benefits the 
greater public (which has also access to the materials), and makes research 
rapports publicly available = social benefits
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DRIVER I: results

• European scale: distributed infrastructure of people (network) and 
machines (GRID)

• Testbed of 51 European repositories (51)
• Three Open Access books on practical and strategic issues 

(http://www.driver-support.eu/linkspubs/driverpubs.html )
• Network and support site with a wiki and different services for 

authors and repository managers: www.driver-support.eu
• Lobbying with EC resulted in ERC mandate, but not from EC : 

http://erc.europa.eu/pdf/open-access.pdf
• Open Access petition to EC: 24820 signatures
• National networks of repositories gaining more partners and visbility
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DRIVER I: results

• Belgium:
• Network of institutional repository managers: 

meetings, both technical and legal, community 
website, mailing lists; 4 repositories into DRIVER 
testbed

• Berlin Declaration signed by 13 university 
rectors in february 2007, as well as 2 ministers 
of Science (Ministers Moerman/Simonet), and 
the two main research funders FWO and FNRS

The DRIVER project: the socio-economic benefits of a European scientific commons-
Karen van Godtsenhoven - Communia Conference, June 30th, Louvain la Neuve



DRIVER I: national conference 
on Open Access
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Results national conference

• Belgium: from a blind spot to an Open 
Acces hub

• OA mandate by University of Liège and 
the FWO (Immediate Deposit/optional 
Access), more universities to follow.

• EurOpenscholarship: a project by rector B. 
Rentier of Liège, to bring together all 
university rectors for the OA case.
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DRIVER II: new ambitions for the ‘European 
Research Area’

• European scale: four-fold extension
– Geographically: more partners (Scandinavia, 

Eastern and Southern Europe)
– Strategically: Confederation of European 

digital repositories with US/India/China 
contacts // lobbying for EC mandate

– Semantically: enhanced publications, complex 
objects

– Technically: new OS software releases
– >>an open, service-oriented architecture 

which can be re-used
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DRIVER II in Belgium

• Keeping up the OA advocacy activities, 
welcoming new partners into the repository 
network

• Extend services for authors and repository 
managers (through collaboration with CRID?) 

• More Technical tasks: collaboration with many 
partners

• Build a stable national scientific repository 
network, despite distributed political and 
financial situation
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Conclusion

• DRIVER I & II fit into the vision of an open 
European knowledge society

• Open architecture makes it possible for 
other parties to copy the system, for the 
advancement of science everywhere

• Investment in research and its visibility 
strengthens European economy

• A better economy can provide better 
education >> high-level research
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Questions?

• Thank you!
• Karen.VanGodtsenhoven@ugent.be
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