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This manuscript will be considered with the 
understanding you have submitted it on an 
exclusive basis. You will be notified of a 
decision as soon as possible. 
 
1. Complete all information in the 

Manuscript Details section. 
2. Sign ONLY Part A or Part B or, if 

appropriate, check the box in Part C. 
Do not sign more than one section. 

3. Submit this form to the Editor's Office 
or upload it in ACS Paragon Plus. 

PART A: COPYRIGHT TRANSFER 
The undersigned, with the consent of all authors, hereby transfers, to the extent that 
there is  copyright  to be  transferred,  the exclusive  copyright  interest in  the  cited 
manuscript, including the published version in any format (subsequently called the 
"work"), to the American Chemical Society subject to the following  (If the manuscript is 
not accepted by ACS or withdrawn prior to acceptance by ACS, this transfer will be null 
and void.): 
 
A. The undersigned author and all coauthors retain the right to revise, adapt, prepare 

derivative works, present orally, or distribute or transmit to not more than 50 
colleagues, their own paper, provided that copyright credit is given to the source 
and ACS, that recipients are informed that they may not further disseminate or 
copy the paper, and that all such use is for the personal noncommercial benefit of 
the author(s) and is consistent with any prior contractual agreement between the 
undersigned and/or coauthors and their employer(s).  Authors/employers may post 
the title of the paper, abstract (no other text), tables, and figures of their own 
papers on their own Web sites, and include these items in their own scholarly, 
research papers. 

B. Where a work is prepared as a "work made for hire" for an employer, the 
employer(s) of the author(s) retain(s) the right to revise, adapt, prepare derivative 
works, publish, reprint, reproduce, and distribute the work in print format, and to 
transmit it on an internal, secure network for use by its employees only, and 
additional rights under A, provided that all such use is for the promotion of its 
business enterprise and does not imply endorsement by ACS. 

C. Whenever the American Chemical Society is approached by third parties for 
individual permission to use, reprint, or republish specified articles (except for 
classroom use, library reserve, or to reprint in a collective work) the undersigned 
author's or employer's permission will also be required. 

D. No proprietary right other than copyright is claimed by the American Chemical 
Society. 

E. For works prepared under U.S. Government contract or by employees of a foreign 
government or its instrumentalities, the American Chemical Society recognizes that 
government's prior nonexclusive, royalty-free license to publish, translate, 
reproduce, use, or dispose of the published form of the work, or allow others to do 
so for noncommercial government purposes. 
            Your contract number, if appropriate:  

F. ACS reserves the right to use on the publication cover all figures submitted with the 
manuscript. 

 
SIGN HERE FOR COPYRIGHT TRANSFER:  I hereby certify that I am authorized to 
sign this document either in my own right or as an agent for my employer, and have 
made no changes to the current valid document supplied by ACS. 
 
 
Authorized Name(s) and Title(s) 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Original Signature(s) (in Ink) 
 
 
Date 

MANUSCRIPT DETAILS 
 
Name of ACS Publication: 
 
 
 
Manuscript Title: 
 
 
 
 
 
Corresponding Author's Name and Address: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
List Names of ALL Author(s): 

PART B: CERTIFICATION AS A WORK OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
I certify that ALL authors are or were bona fide officers or employees of the U.S. Government when the paper was prepared, and that 
the work is a "work of the U.S. Government" (prepared by an officer/employee of the U.S. Government as part of official duties), and, 
therefore, it is not subject to U.S. copyright.  (This section should NOT be signed if the work was prepared under a government contract 
or coauthored by a non-U.S. Government employee.) 
 

INDIVIDUAL AUTHOR OR AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE 

 
Author’s Name 

________________________________________________ 
Original Signature of Author (in Ink) 

Date 
 
Agency Representative’s Name and Title 

________________________________________________
Original Signature of Agency Representative (in Ink) 

PART C: WORKS SUBJECT TO CROWN COPYRIGHT   
 If ALL authors are bona fide employees of the Governments of Australia, Canada, and the U.K., please check the box and send 

to the appropriate Editor’s Office for an alternative form (Blue Form). 
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LICENCE TO PUBLISH
                                                           

   
Manuscript #:                                [name of journal] (�“the Journal�”) 
   
Title of the contribution:  (�“the Contribution�”) 
 
Author(s):           (�“the Authors�”) 
   
To: Nature Publishing Group (�“NPG�”), a division of Macmillan Publishers Ltd 
1. In consideration of NPG agreeing to publish the 

Contribution the Authors grant to NPG for the full 
term of copyright in the Contribution and any 
extensions thereto, subject to clause 2 below, the 
exclusive licence (a) to publish, reproduce, 
distribute, display and store the Contribution in all 
forms, formats and media whether now known or 
hereafter developed (including without limitation in 
print, digital and electronic form) throughout the 
world, (b) to translate the Contribution into other 
languages, create adaptations, summaries or 
extracts of the Contribution or other derivative 
works based on the Contribution and exercise all of 
the rights set forth in (a) above in such translations, 
adaptations, summaries, extracts and derivative 
works and (c) to license others to do any or all of 
the above.  

2. Ownership of copyright remains with the Authors, 
and provided that, when reproducing the 
Contribution or extracts from it, the Authors 
acknowledge first and reference publication in the 
Journal, the Authors retain the following non-
exclusive rights: 

a) To reproduce the Contribution in whole or in part 
in any printed volume (book or thesis) of which 
they are the author(s).  

b) They and any academic institution where they 
work at the time may reproduce the Contribution 
for the purpose of course teaching. 

c) To post a copy of the Contribution as accepted 
for publication after peer review (in Word or Tex 
format) on the Authors own web site or 
institutional repository six months after 
publication of the printed edition of the Journal, 
provided that they also give a hyperlink from the 
Contribution to the Journals web site  

d) To reuse figures or tables created by them and 
contained in the Contribution in other works 
created by them. 

3. The Authors warrant and represent that: 

a) The Authors are the sole authors of and sole 
owners of the copyright in the Contribution.  If the 
Contribution includes materials of others, the 
Authors have obtained the permission of the 
owners of the copyright in all such materials to 
enable them to grant the rights contained herein. 
Copies of all such permissions are attached to 
this licence. 

b) All of the facts contained in the Contribution are 
true and accurate. 

c) The Author who has signed this Agreement has 
full right, power and authority to enter into this 
Agreement on behalf of all of the Authors. 

d) Nothing in the Contribution is obscene, 
defamatory, libelous, violates any right of privacy 
or infringes any intellectual property rights 
(including without limitation copyright, patent or 
trademark) or any other human, personal or 
other rights of any person or entity or is 
otherwise unlawful. 

e) Nothing in the Contribution infringes any duty of 
confidentiality which any of the Authors may owe 
to anyone else or violates any contract, express 
or implied, of any of the Authors, and all of the 
institutions in which work recorded in the 
Contribution was carried out have authorised 
publication of the Contribution. 

4. The Authors authorise NPG to take such steps as it 
considers necessary at its own expense in the 
Authors�’ name and on their behalf if it believes that 
a third party is infringing or is likely to infringe 
copyright in the Contribution. 

5. The Authors hereby consent to the inclusion of 
electronic links from the Contribution to third-party 
material wherever it may be located. 

This Agreement shall be governed by and construed 
in accordance with the laws of England without regard 
to the principles of conflicts of law. The parties hereto 
submit to the non-exclusive jurisdiction of the English 
courts

 
 
 
 
Signed for and on behalf of the Authors   �…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�….. Date  �…�…�…�…�…�…�…. 
 
Please print name   �…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…   
 
Address 
 
 
 
 
Macmillan Publishers Limited (trading as Nature Publishing Group), registered office Brunel Road, Houndmills, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6XS, UK. Company number 785998. 
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Each Faculty member must deposit 
into the institutional repository an 
electronic copy of the author’s final 
version of each article immediately 
upon its acceptance for publication. 
Authors are requested to set the 
distribution of each article as broadly 
as possible consistent with the rights 
they hold.
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1. Permission: Each Faculty member grants to 
‹the university› permission to make available 
his or her scholarly articles and to exercise 
the copyright in those articles.

2. Waiver: The Dean or the Dean's designate 
will waive application of the license for a 
particular article upon express direction by 
a Faculty member.

3. Deposit: Each Faculty member will provide 
an electronic copy of the author’s final 
version of each article ... no later than the 
date of its publication.

Policy 2: 
Rights Retention OA Policy
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his or her scholarly articles and to exercise 
the copyright in those articles.
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particular article upon express direction by 
a Faculty member.

3. Deposit: Each Faculty member will provide 
an electronic copy of the author’s final 
version of each article ... no later than the 
date of its publication.
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Properties of the Two 
Policies

Status Quo

• Allows choice

• Rights governed by publisher

• Subject to (increasing) publisher 
retrenchment

• Retention requires many 
negotiations

• Fails in the face of faculty 
inaction

Rights Retention OA policy

• Allows choice

• Rights governed by institution

• Subject to (rare) systematic 
publisher pushback

• Retention requires a single 
vote

• Succeeds in the face of faculty 
inaction
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Rights Retention OA Policies
• 2/12/08! Harvard Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
• 5/1/08 ! Harvard Law School 
• 6/10/08 ! Stanford School of Education
• 3/10/09 ! Harvard Kennedy School of Government
• 3/18/09 ! Massachusetts Institute of Technology
• 4/30/09 ! University of Kansas
• 6/1/09 ! Harvard Graduate School of Education
• 11/20/09! Oberlin College
• 5/8/09 ! University of Oregon: Library Faculty
• 5/14/09! University of Oregon: Dept. of Romance Languages
• 10/27/09! Trinity University
• 2/12/10! Harvard Business School
• 3/18/10! Duke University
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“a bold move to boost 
the unrestricted, 

global use of research 
articles”

(Boston Globe, February 12, 2008)
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“Ma la decisione di Harvard 
accelererà inevitabilmente il 
processo, già in corso, della 
riorganizzazione dei mezzi 

di diffusione delle idee.”
(Corriere Della Sera, June 10, 2008)
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“This is a vendor-customer 
dispute over price.... It doesn’t 
surprise us that all libraries feel 
their budgets are far less than 

desirable, but that’s a reality the 
educational community faces.”

(Allan Adler, AAP, February 13, 2008)
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“Harvard’s self-serving move 
weakens standards of peer 

review processes and presumes 
that any garbage Harvard profs 
write would have been worthy 

of publication.”
(J.L., Inside Higher Ed comment, February 13, 2008)
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Worries
• Doesn’t this restrict my academic freedom?

• Won’t this damage junior faculty’s careers?

• Won’t this drive publishers out of 
business? Kill scholarly societies?  End 
peer review?
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Worries
• Doesn’t this restrict my academic freedom?

• Won’t this damage junior faculty’s careers?

• Won’t this drive publishers out of 
business? Kill scholarly societies?  End 
peer review?

No article need ever have its publication 
affected because of this policy.
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The Policy in Practice

• Do publishers object to the policy?

• Do publishers systematically require 
waivers?

• Do most articles end up getting 
waivers?


