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Begin at the Beginning



Preservation

now also means

DIGITAL PRESERVATION



“Right” to digitise for preservation purposes

Germany – 7 copies only.

Italy – the medium for preservation is a 
photocopy.

Lithuania – paper only.

UK – can make digital copies – but only one. So 
what happens if you already have a 
microfilm surrogate?

See:  WIPO Study on Copyright Limitations and Exceptions for  
Libraries and Archives 



e Legal Deposit
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LegislationOnline –
structured data

Online –
protected 

commercial

Online  - freely 
available

Offline 
publications

Country
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ACCESS



Boutique Digitisation 



Characteristics of 
Boutique 
Digitisation

• Self-selecting i.e. 
obvious treasures

• Drivers: cultural 
restitution, wider public 
access

• Subsume costs e.g. 
hosting



Characteristics of 
Boutique 
Digitisation

• External Funding. 
e.g. Dept of Ed / AHRC

• Cultural reunification 
projects. E.g. 
Dunhuang Project and 
Codex Sinaiticus



Mass Digitisation



Catalunya



ESPAÑA









Norge





France



Cymru



The Digital Age through the eyes of the Digital 



Poacher Turned Gamekeeper

Libraries are becoming publishers …



UKPubMed Central





Institutional Repositories

www.opendoar.org



Libraries are becoming software developers …



Research Information Centre – Supporting the Research 
Lifecycle



Libraries are becoming search engines …



Europeana





Libraries are becoming data suppliers …







Libraries and Partnerships



Opening the Doors

• Wikipedia 

• FlickR

• Free access to picture library images. e.g. V&A, Bundesachiv



WEB TWO POINT “OH”















Public Private Partnerships



�����



Accessible Registries
of Rights Information on Orphan Works towards the EDL



€, Kr, £



PPPs

Secondary Publisher Partners



Public Private Partnerships
What are the Motives?

• Digitisation of  holdings.

• Improving access to holdings online – Public 
Value Remit.

• Using skills not inherent in the Library.

• Revenue – if appropriate.









Microsoft – British Library 
100,000 19th Century Books



How does the BL approach PPPs in terms of 
licensing?

Standard contracts that:

• Time limited (less than 10 years)

• Any intellectual property rights created are the    
property of the British Library – secures public 
domain in the medium term.

• Use of the BL logo mandatory.

• Clear termination provisions.

• English law.



Strategy: also have to be mindful of …

• Digitisation of content creates downstream archiving costs.

• Fragmentation of access.

• Live and learn.

• More costs associated with the partnership than dividends 
back to the organisation.

• Conflict with other internal departmental imperatives / mission 
of public access.



Copyright Law

Other than Ireland, Portugal and Belgium …

Contract law in the European Union undermines the “right” of 
museums, libraries and archives to enjoy 

Limitations and Exceptions.



Copyright Law

Getting Our House in Order

• Preservation

• e-Legal Deposit

• Internal Collection Management Uses



Copyright Law

Access

• Strong limitations and exceptions

• Orphan Works

• Discussion on historical cut off points to facilitate mass 
digitisation.



Copyright Law

Digital Copyright

• Text and Data Mining

• Snippets

• Clarity of use and reuse – mixture of exceptions and licensing 
best practice?



Europeana – Next Steps

Consultation deadline: November 15th 2009



www.bl.uk/ip

ben.white@bl.uk


